eminTV

andy, tu Levy, Catherine O'Hara, Michat

SEEMmSs (O Dr

and her resume 15 hugt

» role of Jeri Siate in tt

el

Kind enough to take time of her VERY busy shooting schedule to chat with UMM

UMM: You live in Toronto... and
you also live in Vancouver, and
Los Angeles. Which came first,
career-wise?

Ellen tart } Toronto, As

! da

UMM: You have had some great
success with the Sci-Fi genre, and
the sci-fi fans are notorious for
being extremely well-read on their
topics, sometimes to the point of
being ridiculous. And they will pick
people apart

Ellen: Ti
UMM: Yeah, with the background i

you have as a dancer, and a stage
performer, and TV and movies
does this background give you the
basis for your characters, or is it
just the natural ham in you that
comes out?

Ellen: N

UMM: Does it freak you out a bit or
is it flattering?

Etlen
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the feedback of laughter or tears, or
letters saying 'you changed my Iife’.
That, to me, is everything,

UMM: Putting aside your current
role on The Collector, which
character that you've played do
you have a personal affinity for?
Ellen: Wow, that's a very good
question, and 've never been

asked that 1l tell you what some
of my favourites are: it's fun when
somebody casts you opposite to
who you are. For example, | had

& great time on The New Addams
Family where | played a hillilly, They
blacked out my teeth, they took my
boobs and gave me & bra to make
them all droopy looking. gave me

a big ass, with bird’s nest hair, and
makeup to look ke soot all over my
face. And | walked arcund tatking
with a bad twang like a comedic
version of Deliverance... and that
was the complete opposite of me,
and | had a good time doing that
And the role in Napoleon Dynamite
where | played a kind of Stepford
Wife who was constantly perky

in purple polyester. (Ed. Note
Napoleon Dynamite was screened
at the Sundance Film Festival, and
bought within an hour It was a
critics’ choice for one of the best
comedy films at Sundance. It was a
low-budget film that s packing a big
buzzlk

UMM: Sometimes we lose our
great Canadian actors to the
us..

Ellen: Oh, we have major talent

in Canada, with producers and
directors and actors, and I'm

very grateful to have this work (n
Canada), and | find sometimes when
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we go down to the States people there
reaily appreciate our background.
Generally, we're not just pretty faces;
we are well trained actors, and anything
they throw at us we can handie. And

we have a really good attitude about

it because we're used to paying our
dues. We do thpatre, we do television
for a small amount of maney - you
know, we don't get paid 51,7 miflion

an episode (in Canada), so we're very
grateful when we get water in our trailer
(laughing). So, 'm very appreciative,
and | will always... ALWAYS come back
to Canada to work and stay here It's
my home,

UMM: What are your thoughts on
Canadian actors - great Canadian
actors - who go south to play tiny
roles in big films?

Ellen: Well, it gives them visibility, and
more money. | know where you're going
with this though: you're saying that
you would rather watch one of us ina
great part in a Canadian production as
opposed to a 'Here's your water, sir’
role in an American production

UMM: Exactly. But how does that
feel for you? | mean, playing
opposite a Tom Hanks or someone
similar has to have a certain appeal
to it, but at the same time, as an
actor, you have to forgo these great
Canadian roles for lesser parts.
Ellen: You know, | believe you can
have it all. | mean, sure, sometimes,
yes, | would love to act opposite a Je
Bridges, but if it happens, it happens ¥,
That's why it's great to have Cana
give us those roles, But | think
have It all

/I'.
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UMM: Who are some of your favourite
Canadian actors?

Ellen: Let's see... there are SO many
great Canadian actors. | love watching:
Colm Fiore on stage; he has a lot of
charisma. | ke Nicholas Campbell in
DaVinci's Inquest.

UMM: Is there anyone that, when you
hear you're going to work with them,
you are delighted because they are
fun to hang out with?

Ellen: Well, I can’t name names._ But |
like to work with anyone who Is generous
and gving; and is fun to work with, and
doesn't cause hasstes with the crew. Of
course, it would be fun to work with a Jim
Carrey or a Mike Myers. | love some of
the Second City gang. those are talented
people

UMM: Where do you want to go next
with your career?
Etten: Well, I'd like to produce a movie.
Something that's a little off the wall, with
six actors, and no car chases or blowups.
| also would fike to continue on this serigs
(The Collector), I'm really enjoying it. I'd
also like to fit in some travel; Im missing
some parts of the world that I'd really love
to see. You know, there's so much to do,
and If | didn’t have to sleep, | wouldn't.
v |
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